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Overview

1 Paper tips

2 Review of concepts

3 Discussion: dimensions and pathways to democratization

4 Discussion: explanations of democratization
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Reminders

• Paper now due 10/10, prompts released
• I am happy to look over an outline
• Will not respond to paper questions within 24 hours of
deadline

• Cite (including the lectures)! I don’t care about style just
please cite!

• Come to office hours! Sign up:
https://tinyurl.com/simaOH
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Paper tips and resources

• Links: Julia’s writing workshop 1 (thesis statement) and 2
(evidence)

• I have also created a list of things that I am looking for:
How to write for Gov 20

• If you aren’t sure how to cite: Use (Author Year) or if
quoting use (Author Year, Page )

• Any questions?
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Concepts: muddy and clear

1) Think of a clear concept (one that you feel like you know
very well) and a muddy one (you are confused about)

2) Turn to a partner and find out what their concepts are are

3) Now, pick one of the muddy concepts and think through a
definition together

4) Share!

10 | 16



Concepts: muddy and clear

1) Think of a clear concept (one that you feel like you know
very well) and a muddy one (you are confused about)

2) Turn to a partner and find out what their concepts are are

3) Now, pick one of the muddy concepts and think through a
definition together

4) Share!

11 | 16



Concepts: muddy and clear

1) Think of a clear concept (one that you feel like you know
very well) and a muddy one (you are confused about)

2) Turn to a partner and find out what their concepts are are

3) Now, pick one of the muddy concepts and think through a
definition together

4) Share!

12 | 16



Concepts: muddy and clear

1) Think of a clear concept (one that you feel like you know
very well) and a muddy one (you are confused about)

2) Turn to a partner and find out what their concepts are are

3) Now, pick one of the muddy concepts and think through a
definition together

4) Share!

13 | 16



Overview

1 Paper tips

2 Review of concepts

3 Discussion: dimensions and pathways to democratization

4 Discussion: explanations of democratization

14 | 16



Roadmap

Last week: focused on describing the state and how they
change over time

In this section, we look at a type of regime change,
democratization’s:

1. dimensions
2. pathways
3. explanations
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What is democracy (according to Dahl)?

For Dahl, democracy is about responsiveness

, so (mostly) all
citizens are able to

1. Construct their political preferences
2. Demonstrate their preferences to officials
3. Have a government that accurately reflects the
distribution of these preferences
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What is polyarchy and why does it matter?

What is a polyarchy and how is it different than democracy?
What are Dahl’s dimensions of polyarchy? Does Dahl believe
true democracies exist?

• Polyarchy: relatively but not completely democratized
regimes

1. Contestation or liberalization: can opposition participate?
2. Participation or inclusiveness: can all people voice their
opinion?

• Dahl: no large system in the real world is fully
democratized, including the US

Do you agree with him?
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How do we get to polyarchy?

How do Dahl’s dimensions of polyarchy relate to his conception
of democracy? How does a regime move across dimensions?

• Liberalization happens when costtoleration < costsrepression
→ competitive regimes

• What about inclusiveness? Revolution? What would Teele,
Moore, Varshney say?

29 | 16



How do we get to polyarchy?

How do Dahl’s dimensions of polyarchy relate to his conception
of democracy? How does a regime move across dimensions?

• Liberalization happens when costtoleration < costsrepression
→ competitive regimes

• What about inclusiveness?

Revolution? What would Teele,
Moore, Varshney say?

30 | 16



How do we get to polyarchy?

How do Dahl’s dimensions of polyarchy relate to his conception
of democracy? How does a regime move across dimensions?

• Liberalization happens when costtoleration < costsrepression
→ competitive regimes

• What about inclusiveness? Revolution? What would Teele,
Moore, Varshney say?

31 | 16



How do we get to polyarchy?

Is there an ideal way to get to polyarchy?

What path did the US take? What about some of the cases
Professor Levitsky mentioned in Thursday’s class?
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Why do different countries take different pathways?

Structuralists

• Modernization+: it’s the
economy, stupid

• Getting to democracy:
Lipset, Boix

• Staying a democracy:
Przeworski and Limongi

• Social classes: Moore

Volunteerist(ish)

• Varshney
• Teele

Where would you place Berman (2007)? Do any of these fit
neatly?

Which do you find more convincing? Which theory explains the
most number of cases?
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Roadmap

Last week: focused on describing the state and how they
change over time

In this section, we look at regime change including
democratization’s:

1. dimensions
2. pathways
3. explanations
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Next week: reminders

Reminder: start the paper this weekend!

Focus on these readings: Huntington, Svolik, Gunitsky, Wood

• Email: sbiondi@g.harvard.edu + ”Gov 20”
• Office hours: https://tinyurl.com/simaOH
• Section website:
https://simab.github.io/gov20_fall24.html
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