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Roadmap

Last week: we talked about the non-structural drivers of
revolution

In this section, we're talking about ethnicity and ethnic
violence, in particular:

1. What is ethnicity?
2. What causes ethnic conflict?
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Midterm survey

- 50-50 split on people asking for more discussion and more
recap of readings

- More interactive games

- More vocab
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Overview

Terms: ethnic group and ethnic mobilization
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What is an ethnic group?

What is an ethnic group?
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What is an ethnic group?

What is an ethnic group?

- Levitsky: group of people
who share a belief in
common ancestry often
imputed from these
shared ethnic
characteristics like

language, religion, or race Figure 1: Azeris women
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What is an ethnic group?

What is an ethnic group?
- Levitsky: group of people
who share a belief in
common ancestry often v
imputed from these t’t
shared ethnic
characteristics like
language, religion, or race ‘
— Is ethnicity the same as

national identity? How is it Figure 2: Distribution of Azeris
different? across Iran and Azerbijian
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Ethnic mobilization

Ethnic mobilization
organizes around
collective identity in
pursuit of collective
ends
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Origins and importance of ethnicity

1. Where does ethnicity come from?
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Origins and importance of ethnicity

1. Where does ethnicity come from?

- Primordialists: fixed

- Constructivists: rationally or socially constructed
2. When is ethnicity salient?

- Primordialists: always salient
- Constructivists: sometimes salient
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What explains violence?

When and why does ethnic mobilization or ethnic conflict
occur?

- Primordialists: ethnicity always salient — conflict sparked
by existing differences between groups
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What explains violence?

When and why does ethnic mobilization or ethnic conflict
occur?

- Primordialists: ethnicity always salient — conflict sparked
by existing differences between groups
- Constructivists:

- Instrumentalists: economic and political competition spur
conflict (Posner, Bates, Jardina)

- Social constructivists: conflict occurs when political
institutions make the divisions more salient (Nagel,
Mamdani)
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Handout

https://docs.google.com/document/d/
1zc4T-eLelMwMDrBpKPgVEUTYAT3SqpSsn4uAMAG8hjo/
edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zc4T-eLelMwMDrBpKPgvEUlYAT3SqpSsn4uAMAG8hj0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zc4T-eLelMwMDrBpKPgvEUlYAT3SqpSsn4uAMAG8hj0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zc4T-eLelMwMDrBpKPgvEUlYAT3SqpSsn4uAMAG8hj0/edit?usp=sharing

Theory overview

Ethnicity is?

Fixed Constructed

Constructivists

[ Primmordialists

l

Geertz ‘ Instrumentalists ] Social constructivists
material interests  political contexts political contexts state institutions colonialism
‘ Bates ‘ ‘ Posner ‘ ‘ Jardina ‘ ‘ Nagel ‘ ‘ Mamdani ‘

Figure 3: Theory map
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Modernization theory and ethnic violence

Modernization theorists predict that ethnic conflict will
disappear with modernization. Do you agree? Will ethnic
conflict ever cease?
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Roadmap

Last week: we talked about the non-structural drivers of
revolution

In this section, we're talking about ethnicity and ethnic
violence, in particular:

1. What is ethnicity?
2. What causes ethnic conflict?

- For next week, focus on these readings:

- Shugart and Carey
- Reilly
- Howard

3535



	Reminders
	Results from midterm survey
	Terms: ethnic group and ethnic mobilization
	Discussion

